


Romani Milky Way

God desired and urged
That the Earth and Water marry.
The Earth and Water sought from God
A male child, a Sun, from their hearts.
The Earth conceived five times
And bore five daughters, five stars:
The first star — Flower
The second star — Faith
The third star — Apple
The fourth Star — Bird
The fifth Star — Hope
The Earth and Water cried
For they wanted a male child, the Sun.
God listened to them and said:
“Then make a solemn vow!
That every year you will slaughter a sheep,
Put its crimson blood on the child’s forehead
And give him the name, Bread!”
The Earth and Water wept with joy and declared:
“It is our solemn vow!”

26



Romano Thudalo Dromoro

O Devel mangel thaj cherel
Kaj I Phuv thaj o Paj ansuren.
I Phuv thaj o Paj roden e Devlestar
Jekh murshikano chavo, o Kham, ilestar.
I Phuv khamnisajlel pandz dromengo
Thaj bijandili pandz chejango, chehrajango:
Prvi chehrajin – Luludji
Dujti chehrajin – Pachape
Triti chehrajin – Phabaj
Shtarti chehrajin – Chirikli
Pandzti chehrajin – Dozacharipe
I Phuv e Pajensa roven
Jekh murshikano chavo, o Kham, mangen.
O Devel ashunel thaj phendel:
“Dema sovli!
Neka sako brsh perel e bakresko shoro,
Thoven pe chavoresko chikateste e bakresko rat lolo.
Thaj akharen les Mahno.”
I Phuv e Pajensa e baxtalipestar roven thaj phenden:
“Amen xan sovli!”
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About Magoria Books

Magoria Books is an independent Cana-
dian publisher specializing in Romani
books. Our aim is to provide Romani au-
thors with opportunities to present and
thereby preserve the culture, language,
and folklore of the Roma.

Magoria Books would therefore like
to encourage Romani poets, writers,
and activists to approach us with their
ideas and proposals. We are particu-
larly interested in folktales, poetry, and
manuscripts written in the Romani lan-
guage; but are open to considering other
materials.

We are also interested in partnerships
with translators, community organiza-
tions, and foreign publishers to find ways
to increase distribution, availability, and
relevance of existing and upcoming ti-
tles.

Write to us at:

Magoria Books
1562 Danforth Avenue #92006
Toronto, ON M4J 5C1
Canada



1n a dream
lam producing a mdio-program in Romani.
lam listening to my voice:
"Good afternoon, Roma and children!
Good health and luck to you!"
Studio, microphone, music.
Gadze dance with us.
Gadze laugh with us.
lam happy.

In a dream
1am producing a radio-p1'ogram in Romani.
Jam listening to my voice:
"Flee Roma! Flee children!
Flee asjar asyou can!"
Bombs, guns, knives.
The Gadze beat us.
The Gadze kill us.
Jam devastated.

'Dukh - Pain' is a collection of richly evocative poems, weaving together the
author's fleeting joys and enduring tragedies with traditional Romani folklore.
Hedina's poetry is enlightening in its candidness, which shatters the fanciful
myth ofthe mysterious and ever-carefree Roma, replacing it with lyric images of
people living, loving, and dying, not immune to the caprice of the world that
surrounds them. It is through such tragedies that the lingering message of these
poems has become simply dukh, pain.
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